Sphingolipid metabolism and atherosclerosis.
Atherosclerosis is the major cause of mortality in the developed countries. Although presently known risk factors have some predictive value for the disease, a major part of the variability in this process remains unexplained. It is extremely important to find new approaches for better understanding of the disease and for treating it. Exploration of the sphingolipid metabolism is one of these approaches. Sphingolipids are a large class of lipids with structural and signaling functions. Recent researches indicated that these lipids play important roles in the development of atherosclerosis. In this chapter, we summarized the major findings in the field.